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fri reply to the Final Office Action of May 15, 2007, applicant submits the following 
remarks. 

Claims 15-27 and 29 are pending in this application with claims 15-19 being 
independent. 

Applicant acknowledges with appreciation the Examiner's allowance of claims 16-19, 
22-27 and 29, and the Examiner's indication that claim 20 is directed to allowable subject matter. 

Claim 15 has been rejected as being anticipated by JP 2003-40873, and claim 21 has been 
rejected as being unpatentable over JP 2003-40873 in view of Li et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,723,445). Applicant requests reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection because JP 
2003-40873, which was published on February 13, 2003, does not qualify as prior art with 
respect to this application, which was filed on NovemberT3, 2003, and claims priority to an 
application filed in Japan on November 13, 2002. Applicant is preparing a certified translation 
of the Japanese priority application and, upon completion, will submit the certified translation in 
a supplemental reply along with an explanation as to why the subject matter of claims 15 and 21 
finds support in the priority application. 

Applicant submits that all claims arc in condition for allowance. 
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No fees arc believed to be due. Please apply any charges or credits to deposit 
account 06-1050. 



Customer No. 26171 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
1425 K Street, N.W., 11th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005-3500 
Telephone: (202) 783-5070 
Facsimile: (202)783-2331 
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